Gandhiji's Talisman
"I will give you a talisman.
Whenever you are in doubt, or when
the self becomes too much with you,
apply the following test. Recall the face
of the poorest and the weakest person
whom you may have seen and ask
yourself if the steps you contemplate is
going to be of any use to him. Will he
gain anything by it? Will it restore him
to a control over his own life and
destiny? In other words, will it lead to
SWARAJ for the hungry and spiritually
starving millions?
Then you will find your doubts
and yourself melting away."

Contact :
The Chief Executive Officer
GPC Central Administrative Office
C-18, Community Centre (Behind Janak Cinema)
Janak Puri, New Delhi-110058
Phone : 011-41588051, 011-25594110
Email : gpcin@yahoo.in
Website : www.gandhipeacecentre.org

- 39 Years for Antyodaya
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Preface

Central Philosophy

The formation of Gandhi Peace Centre (GPC) in the latter half of 1979 can, in
retrospect, be linked to a series of seemingly unconnected events, stemming from a
concerted and serious effort to combat the massive havoc and catastrophic
depredation caused by the 1977 cyclone that hit costal Andhra Pradesh and brought
in its wake unimaginable misery, suffering and hopelessness to millions. The world
was shocked by this natural disaster. For some of the senior and dedicated
Gandhian social workers, the calamity acted as a catalyst, urging for a swift,
committed and continuing response. Calamities and disasters often unify and
consolidate relationships otherwise divided by minor, and often selfish,
disaffections. The 1977 cyclonic disaster brought together leaders, thinkers,
workers, planners, youth and women from all over India

GPC, being a non governmental voluntary organization, sees its relevance in being
able to influence the winds of change by being able to effectively intervene in the
process of social transformation. GPC feel that development must be holistic and
comprehensive: not lopsided little 'putsches' at high profile urbanized progress.
Social transformation is a natural component of human evolution. GPC does not
expect to change things in a drastic manner. But it is convinced that, in time, most
sincere and serious social thinkers will come around to having to accept that, for
India, with its particular philosophical and psychological climate, development
and social transformation must be energized by the Gandhian ideal of Antyodaya
(the awakening of marginalized people)

After completing the immediate catastrophic operations they decided to commit
themselves to rural reconstruction and social transformation. This led to the birth
of GPC as a platform that can facilitate all such actions in a more structured manner.
Founded by Gandhians, naturally, GPC draws its inspiration, its strength, and its
conceptual conviction from the Mahatma: to whom the face of the most poor and
the most deprived man was a talisman against self complacency.
GPC is greatly indebted to Shri. K.S.Radhakrishna for all those pioneering efforts he
made to raise GPC as an institution of reckoning in rural development for almost
two decades, which he did in his capacity of its founder chairman. His name needs
no introduction to the development world. After completion of his M.Sc from
Banaras Hindu University (BHU), he started working at Sevagram to teach Nai
Talim as teacher under the dynamic leadership of Aryanaykam and Asha Jee. He
served Nai Talim as Principal and then joined Sarva Seva Sangh as its Secretary. He
had actively participated in the Sarvodaya, Bhoodan and JP movements. He had
died in June 1994 after a short illness. His untimely death made an irreparable loss
for Gandhian workers from all parts of the country.

GPC tried to define development as the education of the individual and the
community of people for whom it works. Justice meant to as an opportunity for
growth and self fulfillment and the conscious undertaking of not exploiting another
person. No man or group shall exploit another, nor shall they exploit nature for the
fulfillment of their ambitions. Harmony was the key word. And, if on the way to
achieve harmony, struggles are launched by the people who are victims of injustice
and exploitation, it can only help the process of harmonization. Therefore
development meant new values and relationships. The key words that defined
development to GPC were Antyodaya (awakening of marginalized people),
Education, Grama Swaraj (a community approach of individual in society) and
Satyagraha (to dissent and struggle for justice) .As the transformation was to take
place in this frame work , non violence automatically becomes the sheet anchor of
this struggle.

GPC's journey over the past has been through an arduous path. By traveling back to
those lanes that we left behind, we try to reflect on all those aspects that on
numerous occasions made us proud of being part of this gear legacy, but also
demands for our attention to the areas where we have failed ourselves. This
document is a tribute to all those voluntary workers who are thousands in numbers,
have enabled GPC to travel these long miles.
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Major programmes
GPC and Evangelische Zentralstelle Fur Entwicklungshilfe e.V. (EZE) had entered
into a partnership in 1979, for the support of voluntary action in development. EZE
remained to be the major funding partner throughout GPC's existence. That
cooperation was based on common understanding of developmental issues and
problems of the Indian sub continent. Through this association a substantial
number of development initiatives in various parts of India had been aided. This
partnership was unique in several ways, and the one chiefly responsible for the
growth of GPC. This enabled GPC to act as a catalyst for growth and social
transformation, leading to the intended purpose ofbenefiting the backward, the
needy and the desolate.

GPC Forte
For GPC development was not merely an economic product, but more in terms of
an educational cum social process. The development of human resources or
focusing on the development of people is its top priority. It is self evident that such a
policy leads of its own volition, to all-round development, including allied areas
such as economic, social and environmental development. Hence GPC forte in
development intervention were the following:

•
•
•
•

GPC had associated with Inter Church Organization for Development Cooperation
(ICCO) Netherlands in a significant manner through implementing a Gender
Project in two phases. ICCO and MISEROR Germany supported the Worker's
Community Project in its last phase. OXFAM extended support to establish a
Women's Resource Centre in Vijayawada in A.P. and also to set up some livelihood
projects.
Interventions at a glance

Sn.

Human potential development.
Community organization & empowerment

1

Vikas Vahini

EED
Germany

Direct
1978-94 implementation

4

2

SIDA( Small Initiative in
Development Action )

EED
Germany

1981-96

Direct
implementation

13

669 lacs

3

Package Programmes
I to X I

EED
Germany

1984-2001 105

11

414 lacs

4

Workers Community

EED
Germany

Direct
1995-2003 implementation

3

227 lacs

5

Gender Project Phase I

ICCO
Direct
1992-95
Netherlands
implementation

5

48 lacs

Gender Project Phase II

ICCO
2003-05 23
Netherlands

9

43 lacs

Volunteer Project in the
Rural Sector

EED
Germany

10

68 lacs

Gender equity
Ecological development

Within this framework of these thematic areas, GPC had come out with many
developmental innovations and practices. Over a period of thirty years , enormous
amount of work was done by GPC in the fields of i) Women, ii) Education, iii) Youth
and leadership programmes iv) Appropriate technology, v) Ecology and
environment vi) Building up of cadre of social workers, which had critically
impacted the lives of thousands of people from the periphery of the society.
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Project name

Number Total
No. of partner of states budget
Duration NGOs
covered outlay

Name of
funder

6
7

2006-09 32

6

7 lacs

GPC had successfully completed five phases of Vikas Vahini programme and
nearly 250 youths got trained. Today, majority of these volunteers are serving the
society either as development professional working in the NGO sector or through
establishing their own institutions.

Vikas Vahini at a glance

Name of Project
Phase I

Men
24

Women
2

Total
26

Phase II

23

2

25

Vikas Vahini (1978-1994)

Phase III

63

11

74

Phase IV

65

11

76

Development workers are the backbone for any sustained development effort.
They are needed to be motivated and trained so that they can associate themselves
meaningfully and effectively with the process of social transformation. Educating
development workers is a continuous process, requiring personal attention, and
proper care, to draw out the best in a development worker.

Phase V

38

14

52

Total

213

40

253

GPC evolved the concept of Vikas Vahini to prepare the new social workers
through an intensive job oriented course in rural development. This used to be a
preparatory period for young people to enter into the field of rural reconstruction.
They were offered with the skills to work with the people, knowledge of laws
operating in an area, and the developmental programmes and assistance that are
available.
This programme aimed to prepare rural youth for development work. Under this,
the selected youth were provided with two years training on Gandhian model of
development along with some training on livelihood skills. Volunteers selected
under the Vikas Vahini programme were placed with various NGOs, which are
close to their home. Facilitators were there in each state to train and mentor the
volunteers and to report to GPC on the progress of the training. Volunteers used
to submit a monthly report to GPC. Every year GPC conducted two region wise
half yearly workshops for 10 days to brush up their skills with the help of experts
from different fields. At the end of two years, the volunteers were free choose their
future vocation.
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Other training programs also had been conducted by GPC that exist in the
conceptual frame work of Vikas Vahini program. Two of such programs are
mentioned below.
i) Fellowship Programmes
Fellowship programme was another vehicle used by GPC to reach out to its
objective of human potential development. This program was primarily intended
to train the post graduates, in the intricacies involved in social development. The
programmes envisaged the selection of one village by the candidate, making a
survey and looking into the needs of the poor , marginalized, landless and other
categories of people in need. This intensive training and interaction with local
communities would enable them in good stead after that they start an organization
or start working with a bigger group. GPC had prepared a cadre of over 100
dedicated social workers through this initiative.
ii) Grama Swaraj Nai Talim
This program was initiated in the year 1991. This training programme had been able
to build the capacities of the project partners and their staff and equipped them to
undertake their responsibilities in a very effective manner.
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them commit themselves for welfare of specific communities. Their main aim
should be to concentrate working on harnessing entitlements for the poor. The
development actor had to be catalyst in pursuing the process of social
transformation. GPC had empshized that, volunteer program would be purely an
individual effort and the volunteer has the option to choose volunteer mode or
NGO mode. Although focus was put on individual activity, if a volunteer had
established an organization, he would have been considered for assistance under
package programme, provided he fulfilled the laid down criteria.
Between 1981- 1996 GPC had completed 5 phases of SIDA programs. That extended
support to 272 individuals and small grass root organizations spread over in 13
states.

Small Initiative in Development Action (SIDA) (1981-1996)
For GPC social activism meant as total commitment for the welfare of target
community and programmes are incidents in that relationship which used to be a
long term involvement. To realize this commitment, SIDA was started in 1981 to
support small groups and individuals with emphasis on total commitment to the
community. It was also thought to be an alternate mode of voluntary action which
negates the primacy of NGOs, infrastructure, geographical spread and expanding
activities. The following were the thrust areas that were emphasized under the
SIDA program.
•
•
•
•

Total autonomy to the community.
Empowerment of people's organization.
Local resource mobilization and effective use of govt. institutions.
Primary emphasis on education, health and collective saving.

SIDA was instrumental for the induction of young SIDA entrants claiming and
graduating as package partners. It had become the nursery for identifying potential
project partners, at the cost of long term commitment and empowerment of small
communities.
In Small Initiative Development Action, education, was used by the volunteer as
the entry point in the community and gradually , he /she would shift on to small
scale saving, community saving, mobilizing government grants etc. but the
ultimately of all these were to knit the community as close as possible.
SIDA V had been conceptualized with the object of helping individuals and to make
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Period of Package Programmes
Sl.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Package Programmes (1984-2001)
EZE and GPC after considerable discussions evolved PACKAGE PROGRAMMES
as an instrument of co-operation to realize the shared objectives of development.
The package programmes had, over the years, enabled EZE, GPC and Project
Partners to undertake rural reconstruction in a more effective manner due to its
specific ways in planning and implementation of projects. A total of 11 package
programmes were implemented through the tripartite partnership program.
Package Programmes were the flagship programs of GPC. Registered
organizations with FCRA numbers were supported through this program. Another
prerequisite for an organization to partner this program was their faith in Gandhian
ideology and philosophy. The package programmes had enabled the project
partners to strengthen and expand their projects, along with covering remote rural
areas, which were generally neglected by development actors.
Peculiarity of this programme was that, proposals from 15 or more (maximum 50)
voluntary organizations were consolidated and presented by GPC as a Package
Programme to EZE for financial assistance. Each project was planned for a period of
three years and after successful completion of it, the support was extended to
another phase. The grants for project implementation were directly remitted to the
partners by EZE. Monitoring and co-ordination functions of the programmes were
performed by GPC and EZE funded it separately.
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PP
PP
PP
PP
PP
PP
PP
PP
PP
PP
PP

Project Title
I
II
III
IV
V
VI
VII
VIII
IX
X
XI

Period
1984-1987
1985-1988
1986-1991
1988-1992
1989-1992
1990-1996
1991-1996
1992-1997
1993-1997
1995-1998
1998-2001

Objectives of Package Programmes
TEAM BUILDING Youth as primary agent to relate Gandhian philosophy to
development issues. QUALITY IMPROVEMENT - Projects not as 'end' in itself but as a
'means' to a message that the organization wishes to keep spreading. By the time the
project ends, the movement takes over as the seed of a new beginning.
DECENTRALISED EFFORTS Network as a support mechanism for growth and
consolidation autonomy of groups emphasized while commonality encouraged.
MULTIPLIER EFFECT Project to acquire the capacity to raise local resources.
OUTREACH - Each project to start as a growth centre for development movement with
community as focus of growth.
Package wise and state wise distribution of partners
Sn.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

State
AP
Bihar
Orissa
TN
Karnataka
MP
Haryana
UP
Goa
WB
Maharashtra
Total

PP1
5
1
1
4
1

PP2 PP3 PP4 PP5 PP6 PP7 PP8 PP9 PP10 PP11 Total
2
5

1
2
1
1

2
4
4
1

11
2
2
1

2
7
1

1
1

8

1

3

2

57
39
25
11
4
5
2
3
2
10

14

2
17

24

3
161

4
1

5
2
4
1

17

12

4
14
3

1

1

13

9
3
1

1
1
1
1
1

1
12

6

1

1

1

12

3
3
5

1
12

15

2
8
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C. Livelihood
The WC groups had established contacts with Govt. departments and other
institutions and facilitated various IG programs for the benefit of the people.
Different schemes of the government aimed for the welfare of poor and needy had
been routed by the WC groups to the ultimate beneficiary through information
dissemination and system monitoring.
D. Shelter

Worker's Community (1995-2003)
The worker's community project of GPC was a first format effort to promote a
volunteer based program, as different from the partner based effort. Thought is
concept was articulated by Shri. Radhakrishna, it came into practice only after his
demise. This concept was a refined form of SIDA. The only difference of this was
that, under this scheme a few youths work together instead of an individual
working alone in the SIDA programme.
This project was operational in three states namely: Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and
West Bengal. About sixteen groups were formed to serve in a cluster of villages
from these states. Volunteers associated under the worker's community project had
worked in the following strategic areas.
A. Education
The primary area of work of the WC groups was on education. Continuous focus
was given on raising the literacy level of the target villages. Women, children and
illiterate adults were provided with functional literacy. Non-formal education
centers and adult education centers were run in all the villages. Villagers were
regularly sensitized on the importance of education.

Assistance from the local bodies and government departments were effectively
channelized by the workers community groups to provide housing facilities to the
homeless in the villages.
E. Gender
Gender awareness training programmes were a regular feature in the villages. That
enabled the women to understand their problems as well as their rights. The
volunteers had also formed thrift and credit groups among women. Savings habits
were nurtured through this. The money saved through this, had been a great help
for the women in times of exigencies.
F. Environment
Plantations had been a regular activity. People were supplied with saplings to plant
in their fields. Cleaning and repair of wells, roads and public buildings were
promoted in the villages with people's participation.
G. Gandhian Ideology
The WC groups regularly visited the schools to teach the children about the life of
Gandhiji. Gandhian ideology and its importance were propagated among the
villagers through different meetings conducted.

B. Health
The WC groups conducted regular awareness meetings on health and hygiene.
They also organized immunization camps, cleanliness drives, medical checkups etc
by engaging different stakeholders from the locality.
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State wise spread of the Project
Sl.No

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Name of the state

No. of associate NGOs

Delhi
Haryana
West Bengal
Madhya Pradesh
Bihar
Jharkhand
Orissa
Maharashtra
Andhra Pradesh
Total

2
1
1
1
2
1
6
2
7
23

Implementing strategy
•
•

Gender Project (1992- 1995 & 2003-2005)

•

Gender and related issues had been an integral part of all GPC interventions since
its inception. These efforts had received much needed boost with the advent of
ICCO as the funding partner for implementing a gender project in different parts of
the country. The project was implemented in two phases.

•
•
•
•

A. Gender Project Phase I

•

Through this project GPC had tried to create a broad based awareness about the
complexity of the gender issues coupled with a historical analysis of the changing
role of the women in India at the grass root levels. GPC directly implemented this
programmes in five states through its Gender Co-ordinators.
B. Gender Project Phase II
The objective of gender project phase II was to create widespread awareness
amongst marginalized women from villages and rural areas on their legal and
social rights through different capacity building programmes and highlight the
problems of women in India in the present context and suggest to them about what
legal and social remedies are available. The project was implemented in 9 states
through association with 23 partner NGOs.
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Identification of partner NGOs in 9 states to implement the project
Door to door contact with women at the village level to personally ascertain
theproblems women still face.
Interaction between the GPC female gender facilitators and groups of women at
the village level.
Seminars /workshops/ group discussions at the village level and district level.
Case studies of the victims of gender bias and victimization.
Impart knowledge to women about their social and legal rights.
Empowering the target women though knowledge provided on
different development topics.
Dissemination of knowledge in the society by using the beneficiaries as
volunteers.

Topics covered
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gender inequality
Dowry system and its impact on the society
Discrimination towards girl child.
Women and property inheritance.
Economic self sufficiency of women.
Violence against women
Women and Self Help groups
Reproductive Child Health
Legal remedies available against violence and discrimination on women.

Highlights of the Phase II Project
•
•
•
•
•

9 states
23 partner NGOs
112000 beneficiaries
145 villages
19 gender co-ordinators

•
•
•
•

16

72 gender facilitators
16 mother workshops
4 trainings for the trainers
50 case studies

Spread of the Project
Number of
Sl.No Name of the State NGOS

Volunteer Activity in the Rural Sector (2006-2009)
Helping small groups or individuals in voluntary action has a special significance
in the interventions of GPC. GPC believes that the volunteer can play a catalytic role
to ensure sustainable development of the communities. The voluntary social
worker becomes a part of the micro community rejoicing with them in happiness
and coping with sorrows when they occur in the community. To realize this goal,
Gandhi Peace Centre with the financial support of EED had implemented the
Volunteer Activity in the Rural Sector Project from 2006 to 2009.
Intervention through the project had crucially impacted the lives of thousands of
people in difficult circumstances from the most backward locations of the country.
Most significant achievement of this project was the awakening that happened
among the deprived sections of the society. They had been immensely empowered
with knowledge on some relevant subjects close to their lives. Continuing the sprit
of volunteerism, this project of GPC too contributed effectively for the
reconstruction of the society. Another remarkable aspect of this project was that the
Veer Naris (war widows) of Kargil martyrs had come forward to work as
volunteers in their villages as result of a partnership with Jat Regiment Centre of
Indian Army and GPC for this end.
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Andhra Pradesh
Bihar
Delhi
Haryana
Jharkhand
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Orissa
West Bengal
Rajasthan

10
07
02
01
01
01
02
07
01

No. of
Co-ordinators
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

No. of
Volunteers
24
13
07
10
10
05
14
07
10
8

Thematic
Coverage
GPC followed a holistic approach for this project. The project was implemented in
about 213 villages and slum clusters. Under this project, the volunteers strived to
disseminate knowledge to the most needy and deprived people living in the target
locations on the following issues.
Education
HIV/AIDS
Health

Community Empowerment
Sanitation & Hygiene
Environment.

Self Help Groups

Government Schemes for the People
Reach of the Project
S. NO. PARTICULARS
NUMBERS
1
Total districts covered
34
2
Total villages covered
213
3
Total households covered 55958
4
Total no. of beneficiaries
231613
5
Total Volunteers
108
Male
53
Female
55
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Impact Analysis

B. Women empowerment

Achievements (or failures) at the level of ultimate beneficiaries are important
indicators while assessing the effectiveness of any organization's interventions.
Hence the battery of over a thousand volunteers nurtured by GPC, around 200
NGOs/CSOs blossomed under GPC patronage and innumerable number of CBOs
formed in different parts of the country alone account for the sustainable model of
development practiced by GPC that in a constant manner striving for “Antyodaya”.
In many of its interventions GPC had been a means to achieve the objectives, but in
those instances even GPC played a pivotal role for channeling aid to the rural poor
and enabling their decision making capacity.

GPC won a lot of accolades for its relentless efforts to create a society without any
gender barriers. This was another battle it has been waging for the last three
decades. Women issues were always on the top of GPC activities. GPC adopted a
variety of means like one to one meetings at the door step of the beneficiary or large
seminars at national level for enabling empowerment for women. Economic
advancement was another thrust for the organization to bring momentum to the
women empowerment campaign. In bigger way, it promoted skill training
programmes, income generation projects and Self Help Groups.They had
positively impacted a large number of women living in abject poverty and
deprivation.

It will be a folly on anybody's part to attempt to describe the achievements
spearheaded by GPC as an umbrella organization, in a few pages. GPC activities had
directly impacted the lives of people of more than one thousand villages in India.
Today, the impact is manifold as the seeds of institutional building planted by GPC,
are grown into strong institutions to carry forward the legacy of the organization. But
it is appropriate to mention about a few path breaking initiatives of GPC that are
worth emulating from some major sectors of its intervention.
A. Education
Education has been a core sector along with women empowerment where GPC did a
commendable work since the Vikas Vahini days. Barring the Gender project, all other
programmes of GPC had addressed the issue of children living in very difficult
circumstances who are deprived of schooling. The solutions provided by the
organization varied from running of NFE centers, enrollments of children in the govt.

schools, awareness building for promotion of education as a right, sensitization of
different stakeholders etc. An estimated number of one lakh plus children were
impacted by these initiatives of GPC and its associates.
GPC had its share of achievements in providing functional literacy to the adult
illiterates from different socio geographical milieu. Women were the major
beneficiaries of this program. One component in the women empowerment
program was raising the capacity of the target audience through educating them in
different ways.
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C. Appropriate technology

The 20th century has witnessed dramatic changes in the fields of science and
technology. This has brought both advantages and disadvantages. To optimize its
benefits for the advantage of the village masses, GPC through its partners promoted
a number of technology oriented activities in different parts of the country. Some of
them are the following:
i) Biogas
To meet the energy crisis and to effectively and productively use the dung, the
construction of bio gas plants were promoted in a massive way.
ii) Smokeless choolas
To save fuel as well as to minimize health hazards to rural women, smokeless
choolas were introduced in more than 10000 village households.
iii) Low cost latrines.
In collaboration of Consortium of Rural Technology New Delhi, GPC organized a
series of training programmes on how to construct low cost latrines.
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iv) Micro Hydel project
By tapping the natural resource to optimum possible level, a more effective local
energy distribution system was established in Teri Garhwal. This experimental
project was meant to provide a hassle free energy supply to the people living in the
mountains who were other wise compelled to rely on a faulty
centralizeddistribution system.

A large number of Community Based Organizations (CBOs) were also promoted by
GPC in its endeavor to translate its target masses into self reliant and sustainable
communities. These CBOs were assisted to build their capacities so that they deal
on their own with the issues affecting their lives.

D. Ecology and environment

GPC had taken sustained and sensitive interest in matters affecting our
environment and habitation. Environment concerns were a natural choice for GPC
as it believed that, any sustainable development program is incomplete if it fails to
address the environmental issues. Therefore, from the very beginning itself, GPC
had been pro active for this cause.
People were regularly educated about the crucial role of ecology. It undertook a
number of action oriented research projects like Study of Godavari River system
and Save the Black Cotton Soil Movement etc. Desilting tanks in Chittoor district in
A.P. is another remarkable achievement of the period. GPC had played a key role in
some other campaigns like Narmada movement, Save the Western Ghat March etc.
E. Development of a cadre of social workers

GPC had created a niche for itself as a nursery for nurturing the social workers. It
had trained a battery of over a thousand social workers to undertake rural
reconstruction in different parts of the country. Different types of training
programmes were conceptualized by the organization that suits the capacity of the
trainees and needs of the target locations. The biggest of all the achievements is that,
maximum number of people who got trained through GPC are contributing their
part in nation building today by being part of the development sector.
F. Institution building

GPC's contribution in social transformation will also be remembered in terms of its
role as a mother NGO that enabled around 200 NGOs to build their capacities to
stand on as well equipped institutions. Patronage of GPC was significant in the
development of a number of these organizations.
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Conclusion
After independence, the Gandhian movement brought a new wave of enthusiasm
for voluntary service towards the upliftment of the weaker sections of population.
A large number of voluntary organizations subscribing to Gandhi's ideals and
principles of non-violence, non exploitation, and Antyodaya sprang up and Gandhi
Peace Centre was prominent among them with its national character and the large
quantum of services it offered to the society.
Almost sixty two years later, we are on the crossroads to development where the
Gandhian ideologies and principles are negated by the sophisticated population of
modern India that doesn't mind on exploiting anything around them in pursuit of
their own well being. The younger generation is either unaware of the Gandhian
values or drifting away from it as it demands a lot of coherence and sacrifice.
Divisive forces are active in different forms today to destabilse the very basic
structures of a secular, democratic and egalitarian society.
It is high time for India to revisit the ideologies propagated by our Father of Nation
as it has remedies for almost all the problems faced by our country ranging from
empowerment of women to climate change. Institutions like GPC have to reinforce
themselves to take up this daunting challenge. In this process, they should be ready
with an answer to the question asked by the founder chairman some twenty years
back - Quo Vadis (where to now?)
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citizens in and around Samaypur locality in north-west Delhi.

Day Care cum Resource Centre for the Elderly Ford
Foundation Project, July 1, 2010 to September 30, 2011

Believing he providing equal opportunity to elderly population through
avoidance of depriving circumstance; GPC has set up a Day Care cum Resource
Centre for them at Vijaya Bank building at Samaypur, near Karnal bypass in
Delhi with the help of financial assistance rendered by Ford Foundation. On an
average more than 30 Senior citizens of surrounding eight slum cluster are
utilizing the services and facilities being offered by the centre. The centre at
this slum ridden locality bursting at the seams; has witnessed a gradual
increase in attendance of the elderly, rising from a mere 4-5 people in the
beginning to more than 40-50, at times.

The Centre is rendering following facilities / services to the elderly
population;

GPC Centre at Samaypur, Delhi

Elderly being served refreshments at an interactive session
GPC proposed the activity to the Ford Foundation and is deeply indebted to it
for providing the much needed assistance to reach out to the needy elderly
23

Provides newspapers, magazines & other IEC materials on regular basis
Conducts one hour daily Yoga Session in the mornings
Offers tea and light refreshments twice in a day a the centre on regular basis
Organizes general routine recreational facilities and occasional celebrations
and outdoor activities
Provides learning opportunities through exposure and capacity building
workshops on various themes Holds weekly Health Camps to take care of
physical well being Provides counseling & referral services on regular basis on
all working days Organizes Community Outreach Programs at different venues
on multiple issues concerning to elderly population Facilitates personal growth
and promotes collective interests, hobbies Works as a rest room away from
home Promotes healthy discussion on various topics Celebrates special
occasions and festivals.

Cultural Program during Community Outreach Program

Community Women at Yoga Session, GPC
Targets achieved by GPC Day Care cum Resource Centre
-

-

Average daily attendance
of 30 to 50 beneficiaries of 50 years and above in the day care centre
Data base created of 1006 elderly population living in eight slum
cluster around GPC Day Care cum Resource Centre
Average attendance of 50 people in weekly health camps
Over 100 recipients of counseling services on monthly basis
Establishing linkages from government scheme, programs accessing &
fulfilling difficult tasks benefiting 500 Senior Citizens within the project
year
Over 500 senior citizens sensitized through workshops and camps
Five outreach programs in a year
Over 200 enlisted direct beneficiaries of our various programs
Record of over 5000 participans in various community celebration like
Gandhi Jayanti, Diwali, New Year and eid.
Two publications – one Data Base of elderly population and present
published copy of Ford Foundation Project Report.

24

Public seeking services of an Ophthalmologist at GPC Eye Camp

Day Care Centre for Elderly Women (December 2014 – August
2015)
Believing in providing equal opportunity to elderly population through
avoidance of depriving circumstances; Gandhi Peace Centre (GPC) was
keenly interested in setting up a Day Care Centre for the elderly
women in and around slum clusters in Sagarpur, New Delhi and made
a request for the same to All India Women’s Conference (AIWC) public

Charitable Trust. Ms. Veena Kohli, President, AIWC has been gracious
enough to give the concept its much needed initial push.
Mrs. Asha Gambhir, Hon. Secretary General AIWC & Dr. Manorama
Bawa, Managing Trustee, AIWC have raised concerned about the first
floor space for the Centre and therefore, to make the Centre more
accessible and elderly women friendly; it was shifted to Day Care
Centre for Elderly Women, Sharma Sadan, Ground Floor, RZ-128, Gali
No.10, East Sagarpur, New Delhi-110046.

Current facilities / Services being offered by the
Centre










Hindi Newspapers, magazines & other IEC materials reading &
information sharing on regular basis
Participation in one hour daily Yoga session in the mornings
Theses women participants are tuned to watch some
inspiration/religious programs on TV and further share their
views and stories.
The women share their personal experiences, daily routines and
problems and have discussions on the same.
GPC regularly distributes some light refreshments like tea,
biscuits and fruits depending on timing, availability etc.
A Doctor visit the centre on 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month
to enhance wellbeing of the participants. This time round about
50 elderly women have availed the services on 10th & 24
Ddecember 2014 of free health checkup and general medicines.
For specific tests, these women are referred to specialists.
GPC offeres free counseling services to all Centre attendees on
daily basis for their personal problems.
GPC organized general routine recreational facilities like
sangeet, bhajan etc.

The Secretary General, AIWC being presented a
bouquet by one of the participants AT Inaugural Event

Exterior of GPC Day Care Centre for the Elderly Women
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GPC Resource Centre (2014-2015)

GPC Coordinator with Elderly women inside the Centre

Doctor at the Day Care Centre
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About 25-30 children attend GPC Resource Centre daily
and are facilitated in various ways. Most of them are
provided with Remedial Education to catch up with their
class work in formal schools. This was initiated to prevent
the drop- out rates in formal schools.GPC Resource
Centre has engaged the slum children around its project
office in Sagarpur , New Delhi in various activities for
their overall development; like Remedial Education,
Personality Development and cultural Initiatives. A few
glimpses of GPC Resource Centre are as underneath:

Boys at GPC Computer centre

GPC Trainees with their Certificates

GPC Education Centre No. 1, East Sagarpur, New Delhi-110046

Present Activities (Free Education Centre’s)
Nursery Jhuggi, East Sagarpur)
GPC has engaged slum children around its project office in Sagarpur ,
New Delhi in various activities through its Education Centre and few
glimpses are as underneath

In January 2017, Gandhi Peace Centre has carried out a Need
Assessment Survey at East Sagarpur, Nursery Jhuggi, Palam Road,
New Delhi. GPC believes that education is the tool to empower
children and by raising their educational, vocational and economic
standing, it will essentially help these youngsters from disadvantaged
communities to get reintegrated in the mainstream of the society.
GPC initiated an endevour in this direction to educate and
empower the young children with bare minimum facilities in the
surveyed area. At present Two young Trainer is managing the
Education Centre at sagarpur.
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GPC Education Centre No. 2, East Sagarpur, New Delhi-110046

GPC Eklavya Sports Competion at Dada Dev Colony Palam
GPC Education Centre No.3, Dada Dev Colony, Palam New Delhi

GPC Vocational Training Centre Dada Dev Colony Palam

GPC Eklavya Sports Competion at Dada Dev Colony Palam
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